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Brothers and Sisters

Comrades in Struggle

I greet you on behalf of the African Liberation
Day Coalition, and I share with you the great expectaﬁion
we all have for what promises to be a great occasion.
We will protest and march here in Washington, D.C.

We will not have a festival, and we will not be isolated

from the masses, but as one great body, united with

all the thousands who could not.make it but who are
here-in spirit, we will march on the White.House, the
political symbol of Bourgeois state power,_the térritorial
waters of smiling Jimmy "jaws" Carfer. Our march is
the only demonstration in Washington, D.C. on May the
28th that can give political content and direction
to the fight against imperialism, and therefore we
must struggle for polifical unity to better accémplish
our task, sum up the general political position of the
Coalition, and make clear lines of demarcation between
what we are doing and what some others might be doing.
I will take up three major questions that afe
central to our Africal Liberation Day campaign: |
'a. What is going on in the world today, especially
in Africa, and the superpowers--particularly
the USA. |

o

b. What are the political trends in the country?



What political stand makes the ALD Coalitiéh
corréect and different from the others?

C. What can we do? How should we proceed from here?
In other words, |

1. What's going on?

2. What's being said about it?

3. What are we gonna do about it?

Africa is a continent burning with tﬁe desire for
freedom. Nowhere is it more true that countries want
independence, nations want liberation and people want
revolution. It has a histofy of oppression to cast
-aside. DuBois, that great Afro-American scholar,summed
-up the situation in 1959_when he identified the capitalist
system as the root cause of this oppression, particularly
the capitalist that developed

...in Europe and America, _
Worshipping Greed, proclaiming God,
. enchaining His children;

Preaching Freedom, practicing Slavery
Making Africans the niggers of the World.

To be mocked and spit upon.
To be crucified! Dead and buried!
But Africa is not dead; she never died;
She never will, '
She writhes in sleep; this third
" century of her degradation
She struggles to awake. '

This was in 1959. In 1960 17 African countries
-achieved independence, and a decisive shift in strategy

was achieved in Southern Africa. The racist apartheid



system had signed its death warrant by murdering peépie
in Sharpesville, South Africa, because from that point
-on armed struggle was taken up as the only road to
freedom.

Over the last 17 years this has proven to bé of
great historical significance, as recently demonstrated
in victories over Portugﬁese colonialism in Guinea-
V'Bissau, Mozambique, and Angola, bringing the number
of independent countries to 49, It continues to prove
itself in the war of liberation going on in Namibia |
and Zimbabwe. Indeed it will destroy white racist
settler rule in Azania.

But there are many complex questibns to deal_with
in'Affica today how we can fight here in the USA
and make real contributioné to the freedom ana liberation
of all the various African peoples and countries (particularly
in Southern Africa). It is necessary that we have a.
good grasp of the international situation, the main
trends in the world today.

It is clear that in the aftermath of World War II
the United States emerged as king of the imperialist
camp. Western Europe had been bombed out, its population
demdralized, disorganized, ahd killed, and its factories
destroyed. On the other hand, the US had grown in

its productive capacity, even more so in its war production



- to support Europe during the war and its subsequent
investments and loans in Europe after the war.

But the post war temporary peace between imperialist
countries is not the entire story. Twé édditional
factors are key.

1. The Soviet Union, then a Socialist country
controlled by the working class,‘had‘ survived
an invasion and was the decisive factor in
defeating Hitler's fascist forces. Moreover,
a Socialist camp existed that was greatly
enhanced by the successful Qictory of Chinese
revolution in 1949.

2, World War II, thch began as an inter-imperialis£

| vwar and changed its character once Soviet
:Socialism was attacked. This led not to peace
but more war. This time, however, iggE wars
of national liberation.
Indeed, the ﬁain blows for liberation and
revolution in the world were being struck
by forces in Agia, Africa, and Latin America.
I've mentioned 1960 as Africa year, When 17
coqntries got independence. Perhaps the high
point of this post World War.II period of
third world revolution came with the heroic;l

victory of the Vietnamese people against imperialism



led by the USA. Everyone in the world was
involved, the anti-war movement was significant
in the US, and in a real sense, contfibﬁted

to their victory. ‘They won, we all shared.

But the world is a dynamic place and things change,

ih fact, these days things ére changing rapidly. |

The major changes in the‘last decadé or éo have

résulted in a new world situatioh.

a. On the one hand, the capitalist system has
plunged deeper into crisis. The dead ehd
future of_capitalism is aramatically brought
home with attacks against the masses on all
fronts, and the Bourgeoisie and its lackeys
running to and fro from oheISCheme'to the
next.

b. But the more unexpected and confuéihg developmént
is fhe degeneration of the Soviet Union.

The proletariat lost power to a new capitalist

class that hides behind a socialist front. |
This is an issue of grave importance, if requires a
fresh approach to understanding world politics today.

In general these changes require an analysis that

there are two contending trends in the world..

l. Trend toward revolﬁtion. -In all capitalist

countries working class struggle is on the



- USA.

rise and revolutionary forces are fighting
to give leadership, but the main center of
this is in the third world.

2. Trend towards war - it is the recent riée

in contention between the superpowers that

~is the sourée of war, it is the Soviet SI
and Imperialist USA that will be the major
forces in thé war. But as a world war, it
will force nearly every country to come down
on one side or the other. |
Our reason for being hére tonight is African Liberation
Day, so it is imperative that we examine how these two
-trends interact on the African scene. |
For the US imperialists let's look at Andy Yéung.
Andy Young is in South Africa today and yesterday
to'speak to South African businessmen. His main message
to them was a lesson he claims he learned- from the
Civil Rights movement: "Don't ge£ mad, get smart.
My argument boils down to my conviction that the free
.market system can be the greatest force for constructive
"change now operating aﬁywhere in the world." in other.
‘words, he says to the people of Azania, you have got .
to exchange that mess there for this mess here in‘the
The key to understanding his visit is toAunderstaﬁd

his support of US imperialism in South Africa, especially



the role of imperiélist corporations. As one newspaper
put it recently, he is "being outspoken and very American
-—-above all by defending'(in private conversations)
the‘virtues of multinational corporations for'developing-
countries." And Young himself has béen quite outspoken
in his support of imperialism: "My.notion is that
if revolution is the transfer of goods and services
and opportunities, then capitalism has produced a lot
more in the way of revolution than communism." He
continues: "Multinationals involve the US in the'affairs
of other countries. Why not incorporate a sense of
political direction with the profit motive?" ‘According
to Young, American corporate power is a potential force
for good in the world. So it is not hard to see why
Andy Young woﬁld be welcomed in South Africa.

But how did Andy get to South Africa, given all
"of the controversy about South Africa's denying him
entry?‘ And what does his visit and his role in the
UN méan for us as Amefican people, and for Black people
especially. Why ao we insist that Andy Young must
be denounced as an agent of US imperialism, especially
by Blaék people? |

The charge is.often made that we are attacking

personalities when we denounce Andy Young as a servant

A4

of imperialism. "Give the brother a chance,” many say.



"He's a good symbol of progress for Black people."
Others claim that no change could have possibly been
expected . from the o0ld reformist shuttle diplomacy of
Henry Kissinger. But still they argue that we should
pin our hope on the new reformist "shuffle diplomacy"
ovandy Young and Jimmy Carter.

-We say that we must have a thorohgh anélysis to
demonstrate that both of these views end up--whether
based on good intentions or not--serving the intereét
‘of imperialism against the masses of people. Thé question
is not whether he's a nice guy, the question is who |
does he serve! We can understand Young's role by understanding
the importénce of South Africa to US imperialism (that
free market system Young talks about). Let us briefly
illustrate what we mean by focusing on one notable
exaﬁple——what we.call IMPERIALISM AND THE GOLDFINGER
CONNECTION. |

Gold is essential to US imperialism and to South
Africa for two reasons: (1) In general) many capitalists
profit directly from its production and trade; (2)

Most important, and in particular, it is the pivét

of the South African economy and thereforé is key to

maintaiﬁing $ billions of US investments in South Africa.
Andy Young's pro-imperialist stand can be'madqﬁ

crystal clear in this context. First, Young was invited



to South Africa by Henry Oppenheimer, chairman of the
largest mining finance complexes in SouthlAfrica:
the Anglo American Corporation. Seven corporations
in South Africa'organized as the South African Chambér
of Mines, which is dominated by Oppenheimer's Anglo
Amefican Corporation, producing 99% of the gold, all
of the uranium, 80% of the‘coal, and most of the diamonds
in South Africa. Oppenheimer's company alone'produced;
40% of South African gold (229 tons) or one-third of
the world's total. 1In 1966, 41% of.Anglo American's
earnings came from gold and 18% from diamonds. |

| What is the connection of the leading capitalist
in South Africa--Andy Young's burrenﬁ host--to imperialism
in the United States? The only American oﬁ the board
of Anglo American for a long time,and a cloée.imperialist
partner, was Charles W.‘Englehard of Newark, N. J.,
chairman of one of the largest mineral and ore companies
in the world--Mineral and Chemicals Corporationf In
1957 he joined with Oppenheimer to take over one of
the biggest South African holding companies and in
1958 set up the American South African Investment Corpofation.
- Engelhard interests controlled directly 15% of the South
Africa's production of gold, and through interlocking
directorates plays a key fole in the productioﬁ of &

two-thirds of the gold and uranium. Englehard also
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sat on the board of the two organizations set up for
the recruitment of migrant labor to work in South Africa.
In Newark, New Jersey--at home'in the USA--Engelhard -
was a top operative in the Democratic Party, advising
the president: on the New Jersey Democratic ,Committee.
He was also on the Port of NY Authority and the New
Jersey Citizens Committee for Higher Education.
Thus Englehard and Oppenheimer are the Goldfingers
of'the real world im contrast to the one in the James
Bond flicks. Butlthere are two cléss realities in&olved
in this Goldfinger connection: the side of imperialism
and its profits and the side of those suffering éxploitation
and national oppression.
o 1. Gold is crucial to the South African.Economy.
It produced about 70% of the world's goid output in
1972 and.75% of South Africa's foreign earnings come
-from the export of gold. Gold profits rose by 88%
during 1973 to $1.46 billion.
These profits not only make the imperialists wealthier,
. but they increase the power of their repressive state
apparatus: tax revenues paid to the South African government
on this increased profit increased by $398lmillion
in 1973. This meant more dollars to buy IBM.computers
to monitor the passbook system, and to acquire advagCed

‘weapons from the US corporations like Colt Industries



“and othér imperialists for fascist South African militaﬁy
and police.

‘2. On the other hand, for the working class,
SouthlAfrica does not‘recognize_the right of African
workers.to organize unions, bargain collecﬁively, or
strike. This intensifies a brutal form of class exploitation
and national oppression. About 662 thousénduminers
afe employed in South Africa, and 90% of these wage
workers are Africans. But this 90% earned only.31%
of fhe total salaries and wages. In dollar terms,'
white miners in 1973.earned an average of $6804 and
Africans earned only $403. The gap has widened since
1936 from 12 to 1 to 18 to 1 in 1966, and one estimate
~is that the cash earnings of African miners was lower
'in 1966 than in 1911.

So, the slogan "fight imperialism and.éll forms
of national oppression from USA--Union of South Africa
| —fto>USA;—United States of America--did not'just fall
from the sky. In 1969, about the same timé Englehard(s
coﬁpaniés were consolidating and increasing their explditatién
of African workers in South Africa--27% of Black people
in Newark were below the poverty line in income. Unemployment
in such cities among Blacks ran as high as 44%, when
the national rate was below'8%. Thus, imperialiém e

profited from national oppression both in the USA and
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in the USA, and imperialists like Englehard made money
on both ends. |

Furthermore, the African Liberation Day Cdaiition's
campalgn against the South African Gold Coin--the Krugérrand
--is symbolic of this Goldfinger connection of imﬁerialism
in the USA and the USA. South Africa is benefiting from
the general crisis of imperialism since instabiiity‘in
the world currency system, runaway inflation, and the
imperialism~caused oil crisis has resulted in speculation
in gold énd increased gold prices--forcing prices up
from $40 in 1971 to a high $195 per ounce in.1974 and
‘currently.

To increase its exports, South‘Africa has>increased
its production of gold coins' from less than one mé£tic
ton in 1967 to more than 100 métric tons in 1974,land
this Krugerrand coin accounted for one-fifth of all
gold sold by South Africa in 1974. Because of the
widespread media campaign and the cooéeration of major
banks and cbmpanies like Merrill-Lynch in the US, the
South Africans are reaping big profits from this Krugefrand.
These profité strenghthen imperialism and nationai oppression
in South Africa and makes our struggle against the
Krugerrand even more important.

The USA has been pulling plenty of tricks. B

a. A phony appeal for human rights, as an abstract

morélistic appeal, while negating the rights



of'people to control and run their country
in their own interests as they see fit.
b. A phony Kissinger plan for majority rule in
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) leaving the key posts
of a transition government in the hands of
- the minority white settler regime.
c. Putting a Black face in a high place ;o'fronﬁ
for imperialism, attempting to confuse.ané
‘mislead the masses. |
.Of course the US is not alone.. The Soviet Union
is aggressively playing a full hand of cards. In fact
it's trying to grab the deck and become the dealer.
At the MozambiquevUnited Nations conference three
days ago the Soviet delegate exclaimed: "The Soviet .
Union does not seek advantage for itself. It is nét
hunting for .concessions. It is not'tryipg td gain
political doﬁination. It is not soliciting military
bases."
If Moscow is not hunting for cohcéssions, why
has Guinea-Bissau been forced to charge the Soviets
with creating severe shortages of fish in the country?
Why does the Soviet Union buy coffée in Angola at 38%
of the world price and sell it at hiéher prices in
Europe? Why does it do the same with cotton textiles

from India? Or make a 300 percent rate of profit from

13

'purchasing_oil in the Middle East and selling it in Europe?
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If the Soviet Union is not "seeking advantage for
itself in Africa and the rest of the world, especially
economic advantage in the third world,"why can the |
Soviet press report that between 1976-80 $4.5 biliion
will be transferred to the Soviet Union because 6f
"joint enterprises"--a new cover for social imperiaiist'
aominétion and éxploitation? v | |

If Moscow is not after military bases why did
a government official in Mozambidhe publically warn
the Soviet Unibn against attempts to pressure it into
granting a military base in Mozambique to expioit its
deep water ports?

If Moscow is not seeking to gaih political domination
why is it aiding and armihg to the tune of $300 million
the fascist military junta of Ethiopia and heiping to
train thousands of peasants and troops to assault the
igég struggles of the Eritrean people?

But while we raise these examples as manifestations
of social impefialism and contention between the two
superpowers in Africa, we are not_naive:idealists.nor
"are we dogmatists. There are many contradictions iﬁ
the précess of development of a complex £ﬁing.i.Hence,
the unfolding and working out of these many.other cohtradictions
in Africa will profoundly shape the future of the'cgntinenﬁé.

While above we mention the warning by the Mozambique
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official to Moscow, we recognize that the Soviet Union
. has just concluded a major long-term military and economic
aid agreement with szambique. Egypt, after expelling
the Soviets earlier this year, only last week suggested
tha£ there was é major breakthrough in reestablishing
friendly relations With Moscow. We must point té a
tendency toward interve'ntioni_sm by the ‘front line st'atves
in the activity of the liberation movemehts, especially
after the recent visits by Podgorny and Fidei.
All of these, of course, are manifestations of
the class struggles going on within Southern Africa,
within the independent front line states, and within
the %iberation movements in the geheral context of
superpower contention. - We must make a concrete analysis
of concrete conditions, using the interests of the
masses of people as a guideAto action, and closely
follow the situation in Southern Africa as it unfoldé.'
In sum, what I have said caﬁ be put into two statements,
statements that lead to our slogané for ALD-1977:
A. Imperialism is a world wide‘system that oppresses -
African peopleé in all the different countries
of Africa as wéil as ﬁere in the USA. :We.must.
fight it, and particularly see the connection
we raise in our slogan, | B

Fight Imperialism and National Oppression
from USA to USA! '
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B. Imperialism is a two-headed monster--2 superpowers.
The USA is the main enemy at this time in Southern’
Africa and, of course, it is our maiﬁ enemy . |
We face this dialectical reality in our slogan,

US Imperialism out of South Africa
Superpowers Hands Off!

The movement to support the forces fighting for

freedom and liberation and to defeat imperialism here

in this country are debating the question of the international

situation, ahd the role of the Soviet Union. bThere is
unity that the USA is a superpower and a general dangér
to virtually all of the world's people. 'Howevef, there'
is considerable disunity on the role of the Soviet
Union. There is one line that says that the Soviet
Union is a friend to the 1iberation‘forcés, and points
to Angola as the big example. There is another that .
Says it is the most dangerous enemy of thebworld's people.
Both of these positions look at only one side of the
coin, and are mechanical abstractions from the material -
world, the world that everyone lives.in and must understand
in a concrete way, piercing through'the.apparent to the
real, from what it appears to be to what thevsituation
actually is. |

The fact is that the USA is the most powérful

-
7.

imperialist force in Southern Africa. It is also true
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that the'USSR is aggressively moving to challenge thié
-hegemony. 1It's like the game king of the mountain:
the USA is still on ﬁop and the USSR is the leading
challenger.
Connected to this are two questions:
A. Which is the main danger, which'causeé the
threat of world warp?
and ,
-‘Which should be the target for oﬁr struggle,
Ehe so-called "main blow?"
B. How is it possible to fight iméerialism and
nation oppression frbm USA to USA?
Without much difficulty the first question can
be divided into two parts:
A. World war'is not the province.of one superpower
but will result ffom and essentially’represent.

the contention of both.

B. USA is the main enemy (front door) with the

Soviets close behind (back door). Moreover,

it is our main enemy, one whose back we mﬁst

| break. Thenefore~i£ is silly at best but

essehtially confusion ané outright élass collaboratioh

to say our main blow should be at the Soviet

Union. . - | E &
But let us take a moment to spéak to the,seéond

qguestion--how do we fight imperialism and national

oppression from USA to USA?
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The African Liberation Day Coalition is a concrete

manifestation of a united front strategy.
It objectively represents one concrete and historically

significant move ﬁo unite Black people-fighting for
full democratic rights, liberation, and the working class
fighting to eha wage slaVery and all that this means.
Together we realize our common enemy is imperialism,
and further we realize that only when we are united
together is there any hope of victory. |

Among Black people, while the great-ﬁasses'of
people desire unity--on Saturday they want one demonstration
--some diehards are holding onto a self defeating nationaiism,
a go-it-alone sectarian approach. The All Africen Peoples
‘Revolutionary Party is blind to the masses of Black |
people calling out for unity, end dumb when it comes
to their copsistent refusal to speak out against and
fight US imperialiem in this couﬁtry and their refusal»
. to make support of the wars of national liberation |
‘in Southern Africa the key aspect of our relationship
to the many peoples and countries in Africa.

The ideological and political line that‘leads
to these errors and makes them an obstacle to the forward
development of our struggle is Pan Africenism. Of
course, we make a real distinction between the many:people

who will be at their demonstration and the many Black
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people throughout the USA who are generally attracted
to Pan Africanism. For people to get into struggle
is a good thing, even when it initially means getting
into a Pan Africanist thing. But to fully grasp its
line and support it is backward and runs away from
Black peoples' problems in this coﬁntry. |

a. Pan Africanism says our main fight is in Africa,
we say it is here in the USA. |

b. Pan Africanism says our fight is about land,
all of the African continent. We say ourf
fight is to destroy imperialism and all forms
of national oppression from USA to'USA, all
this based on our struggle right here and
support of freedom fighters in Africa.

c. Pan Africanism says our objective is a liberated
African continent under one unified Sécialist
goVernment. We say that each African country
and its people must be free and iﬁdependent
and it is the "right" of the people in each
country to chart their own_future{

In short, if they want to defeat imperialism and free
Africa thé way to do this is to destroy'US monopoly

.capitalism and imperialism and free ourselves. This is

our main contribution. &
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But what is the key meeting ground, why do we call

for unity? We call for unity because the masses demand

it, because only in this contest can the legitimate feeling

Black people have for the liberation of African countries

be linked to the fight against imperialism and national

oppression here in the USA, only with tactical unity

in cases like this can struggle take plaée and lead

more directly to the strategic unity of the UFAI.

. Let me just:sum vp what we think needs.to be done

regarding Africa?

l.

Educate the American people with the truth .

about Africa, superpower contention and the

threat of war, especially the role of US imperiélism,
and the developments of the forces fighting

wars against imperialism, and white settler
apartheid rule in Southern Africa. 

Give material aid to the forces fighting the

revolutionary national liberation wars--food,

medicine, clothes,etc.

But the most important is,

3.

Struggle: . the various peoples of Southern

Africa are being held on the ground by imperialism
with a pointed gun and a knife plunged into |
African flesh. We.can't,"just" educate those

of the sidelines, nor "just" give supportive aid.



